Finchley Catholic High School
Headteacher: Julie Durham

January, 2017
Dear Parents,
Annual School Development Fund Appeal
Over recent years the school site and buildings have been improved immeasurably as a result of the
generous support of parents. New buildings have been added; where appropriate, existing facilities
extended; and a more general programme of upgrading introduced. All of this has given us a learning
environment that we can be proud of and one that does justice to the pupils in our care.
As you may be aware, the construction of the Canon Parsons Sixth Form Centre was completed just over
two years ago. The £3 million needed for this project was raised exclusively by the school community; a
wonderful achievement and a statement of what is possible when we put our minds to it. That
completed, and our ambition undiminished, we now move on to our next project.
For the coming year, our priority will be to upgrade the Stephenson building which houses the Canteen,
Library, Art and ICT Departments. This is a building which has changed little since it was first constructed
in the 1970s and is in some need of renovation both internally and externally.
To achieve these important goals, we would ask that you support the School Development Fund appeal as
generously as you can. As a Voluntary Aided (VA) school, the financial support of parents has a critical role
to play in improving the site and facilities. In fact, the government requires VA schools to raise, as a
minimum, 10% of the capital costs of any building; although in practice, we are often responsible for the
entire sum needed.
The purpose of this letter is to invite you, as a family, to play your part, in the same way that previous
generations have created the school that exists today. The School Development Fund is financed through
parental contributions. Following discussions with Governors and a group of parents, it was agreed that
we would have the following suggested level of voluntary contribution:
2016 – 2017

-

£150 per pupil

-

£200 per family of two or more

If your financial circumstances are such that these amounts are beyond what you can afford, it goes
without saying that any contribution you are able to make will be gratefully received.
Enclosed with this letter is the form that you should complete when making a contribution to the School
Development Fund. We would ask you to give serious consideration to setting up a standing order for this
payment and to regard it as an annual contribution; we would also urge you to make use of the gift-aid
facility. For tax payers, this will significantly increase your contribution at no additional cost to yourself. I
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would like to thank the parents who have already contributed to the fund this year, either via standing
order or direct payment.
The school that we have today is testament to the generosity and support of previous generations of
parents. The challenge now rests with the families whose children currently attend the school. By
supporting this appeal you will not only be improving the educational experience of your son or daughter,
but you will be making a material difference to the experience of pupils for many years to come. Thank
you in anticipation of your support.
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Finchley Catholic High School’ and can be returned to the Finance
Department either by hand or through the post. Standing order mandates can be found on Wisepay
under Donations. Alternatively, you can make an online donation via Wisepay which can be accessed
through the school web-site. Please e-mail finance@finchleycatholic.org.uk if you need help with your
Username and Password or any further assistance with accessing the system. All donations will be
acknowledged in writing.

Yours sincerely,
Jane Inzani
Julie Durham
Headteacher

Jane Inzani,
Chair of Governors

