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2 3 – 4   basic knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

 use of a limited range of material from classical sources 
with some degree of accuracy, and limited use of their 
cultural context and possible interpretation 

2 5 – 8  a basic response to the question containing some 
points, which may be narrow in scope and limited in 
relevancy, leading to weak conclusions 

 points are occasionally supported by  analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation of classical sources and 
there is little or no use of secondary sources, scholars 
and/or academic works 

the response presents a line of reasoning but may lack 
structure 

1 1 – 2   limited knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

 use of little accurate material from classical sources and 
little or no use of their cultural context and possible 
interpretation 

1 1 – 4  little engagement with the question and any points or 
conclusions made are of little or no relevance 

 isolated use of classical sources with little analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation 

the information is communicated in an unstructured way 

0 0  no response or no response worthy of credit 0 0  no response or no response worthy of credit 
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Question Indicative Content 
Marks  
(AO) 

Guidance 

9 ‘In the Odyssey Penelope is the only female character depicted as being 
without fault or flaw.’ To what extent do you think this is true of the way 
women are portrayed in the Odyssey? 
 
AO1 
Candidates might show knowledge and understanding of: 

 Penelope 

 physical description  

 predicament: husband absent and Suitors squatting in her household 

 manipulation of the Suitors in attempts to keep them at bay, including 
the shroud trick and eliciting gifts from the Suitors 

 the challenge of the bow and deaths of the Suitors 

 failure to recognise that Odysseus has returned, use of the bed trick 

 relationship with her son, the maidservants and Eurycleia 

 At least one other female character should be discussed in detail, these 
might include: 

 Nausicaa  

 Arete 

 Calypso 

 Circe 

 Eurycleia 

 Athena 
 

AO2 
Candidates may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through the use of 
some of the following arguments:  

 Candidates might argue that Penelope is indeed without flaw  
o Penelope’s loyalty, faithfulness, modesty, cunning, beauty, and the 

manner in which she rebukes the Suitors might be evidence for 
this 

 However, they may argue that she is as flawed as any other female figure 
in the work 

 
 
 
 
 

10 
(AO1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
(AO2) 

 

The indicative content is a description 
of possible content only; all legitimate 
answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately.  
 
Learners are expected to make use of 
scholarly views, academic approaches 
and sources to support their argument; 
the approach to crediting this is outlined 
in the Levels of Response Grid. 
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o Eurycleia is disbelieved when she tries to tell Penelope that her 
husband has returned and may feel this is a fault on Penelope’s 
part 

o the encouragement she has given the Suitors – secret notes, bow 
competition – and her lack of belief in Odysseus’ return might be 
seen as flaws 

o her harsh rebuke of the maidservants, even though she has raised 
Melantho as her own 

 Other female figures might be argued to also be without flaw or fault, for 
example, Nausicaa is depicted as innocent, virginal and respectful; Arete 
is fair and welcoming (and for a modern audience shows authority beyond 
what we would expect) 

 However, some candidates may argue that no other female character has 
no flaw or fault, for example Nausicaa could be seen as naïve, Arete as 
having too much influence (especially in the eyes of an ancient audience), 
Circe is a threat to the crew and voyage etc  

 Candidates might also argue that different audiences might have different 
interpretations of these characters, for example contrasting ancient and 
modern views on women 
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Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 30-mark extended response 
 

Two Assessment Objectives are being assessed in this question: AO1 and AO2. Examiners must use a best fit approach to the marking grid. 
Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response examiners should carefully consider which level is the best fit for the 
performance overall. Note that candidates can achieve different levels in each assessment objective, for example a Level 3 for AO1, and a Level 2 
for AO2.   
 

When using this grid: 

 Determine the level: start at the highest level and work down until you reach the level that matches the answer 

 Determine the mark within the level: consider whether the response consistently meets the criteria for the level, and/or could be 
described as closer to the level above or the one below 
 

AO1 AO2 

Level Marks Characteristics of Performance Level Marks Characteristics of Performance 

5 9– 10  very detailed knowledge and a thorough understanding of 
the material studied 

 use of a range of well selected, accurate and precise 
material from classical sources, and appropriate, effective 
use of their cultural context and possible interpretation 

5 17 – 20  a very good response to the question containing a 
wide range of relevant points leading to convincing 
conclusions 

 points are very well supported by critical perceptive 
analysis, interpretation and evaluation of classical 
sources and secondary sources, scholars and/or 
academic works 

the response is logically structured, with a well-developed, 
sustained and coherent line of reasoning 

4 7– 8  detailed knowledge and a sound understanding of the 
material studied 

 use of a range of well selected, mostly accurate, material 
from classical sources, and appropriate use of their 
cultural context and possible interpretation 

4 13 – 16  a good response to the question containing a range of 
relevant points leading to appropriate conclusions 

 points are consistently supported by critical analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation of classical sources and 
secondary sources, scholars and/or academic works 

the response is logically structured, with a well-developed 
and clear line of reasoning 

3 5 – 6   reasonable knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

 use of a range of mostly accurate material from classical 
sources, and some use of their cultural context and 
possible interpretation 

3 9 – 12  a reasonable response to the question containing 
some relevant points leading to tenable conclusions 

 points are generally supported by analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation  of classical sources and 
there is some use of secondary sources, scholars 
and/or academic works 

the response presents a line of reasoning which is mostly 
relevant and has some structure 
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2 3 – 4   basic knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

 use of a limited range of material from classical sources 
with some degree of accuracy, and limited use of their 
cultural context and possible interpretation 

2 5 – 8  a basic response to the question containing some 
points, which may be narrow in scope and limited in 
relevancy, leading to weak conclusions 

 points are occasionally supported by  analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation of classical sources and 
there is little or no use of secondary sources, scholars 
and/or academic works 

the response presents a line of reasoning but may lack 
structure 

1 1 – 2   limited knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

 use of little accurate material from classical sources and 
little or no use of their cultural context and possible 
interpretation 

1 1 – 4  little engagement with the question and any points or 
conclusions made are of little or no relevance 

 isolated use of classical sources with little analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation 

the information is communicated in an unstructured way 

0 0  no response or no response worthy of credit 0 0  no response or no response worthy of credit 
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Question Indicative Content 
Marks  
(AO) 

Guidance 

10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To what extent do you consider praising Augustus to be the only 
purpose of the Aeneid? Justify your response. 
 
AO1 
Candidates might show knowledge and understanding of how Augustus is 
praised in the following ways in the Aeneid:  

 the historical context of the work and the Augustan period 

 the contents of the Scrolls of Fate in Book 1 

 description of the Pageant of Heroes in Book 6 

 the scenes depicted on the Shield fashioned by Vulcan in Book 8 

 the assimilation of Aeneas’ and Augustus characters 

 references to the future glory of Rome, for example the tour in Book 8 

 nature of epic as a genre and the conventions of this 

 elements of the lot other than those which directly link to Augustus, such 
as the Dido episode 

 Homeric allusions and mirroring, for example  comparisons between 
Pallas and Patroclus 

 
AO2 
Candidates may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through the use of 
some of the following arguments:  

 how Virgil presents Augustus when writing about him directly, for example 
comparisons to the divine 

 glorious descriptions of his achievements Battle of Actium, restorer of the 
Golden Age, extension of the empire all woven into the narrative 

 divine favour  

 the ways in which both Aeneas’ character and the epic itself promote 
values important to Augustus such a pietas, traditional values 

 apparent weaknesses in Aeneas’ character for his desire for a glorious 
death in Troy, his dalliance with Dido, the resistance when plucking the 
golden bough, his exit from the Underworld through the gate of false 
dreams, failure to spare all of the conquered, which may reflect less well 

 
 
 

10 
(AO1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
(AO2) 

 
 
 
 

 

The indicative content is a description 
of possible content only; all legitimate 
answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately.  
 
Learners are expected to make use of 
scholarly views, academic approaches 
and sources to support their argument; 
the approach to crediting this is outlined 
in the Levels of Response Grid. 
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on Augustus 

 other goals or aims of the Aeneid for example acting as the next chapter 
to the Homeric epics, showcasing Virgil’s own talents, celebrating Rome 
as a whole rather than just Augustus, creating an exciting and engaging 
narrative 
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Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 30-mark extended response 
 

Two Assessment Objectives are being assessed in this question: AO1 and AO2. Examiners must use a best fit approach to the marking grid. 
Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response examiners should carefully consider which level is the best fit for the 
performance overall. Note that candidates can achieve different levels in each assessment objective, for example a Level 3 for AO1, and a Level 2 
for AO2.   
 

When using this grid: 

 Determine the level: start at the highest level and work down until you reach the level that matches the answer 

 Determine the mark within the level: consider whether the response consistently meets the criteria for the level, and/or could be 
described as closer to the level above or the one below 
 

AO1 AO2 

Level Marks Characteristics of Performance Level Marks Characteristics of Performance 

5 9– 10  very detailed knowledge and a thorough understanding of 
the material studied 

 use of a range of well selected, accurate and precise 
material from classical sources, and appropriate, effective 
use of their cultural context and possible interpretation 

5 17 – 20  a very good response to the question containing a 
wide range of relevant points leading to convincing 
conclusions 

 points are very well supported by critical perceptive 
analysis, interpretation and evaluation of classical 
sources and secondary sources, scholars and/or 
academic works 

the response is logically structured, with a well-developed, 
sustained and coherent line of reasoning 

4 7– 8  detailed knowledge and a sound understanding of the 
material studied 

 use of a range of well selected, mostly accurate, material 
from classical sources, and appropriate use of their 
cultural context and possible interpretation 

4 13 – 16  a good response to the question containing a range of 
relevant points leading to appropriate conclusions 

 points are consistently supported by critical analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation of classical sources and 
secondary sources, scholars and/or academic works 

the response is logically structured, with a well-developed 
and clear line of reasoning 

3 5 – 6   reasonable knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

 use of a range of mostly accurate material from classical 
sources, and some use of their cultural context and 
possible interpretation 

3 9 – 12  a reasonable response to the question containing 
some relevant points leading to tenable conclusions 

 points are generally supported by analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation  of classical sources and 
there is some use of secondary sources, scholars 
and/or academic works 

the response presents a line of reasoning which is mostly 
relevant and has some structure 
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2 3 – 4   basic knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

 use of a limited range of material from classical sources 
with some degree of accuracy, and limited use of their 
cultural context and possible interpretation 

2 5 – 8  a basic response to the question containing some 
points, which may be narrow in scope and limited in 
relevancy, leading to weak conclusions 

 points are occasionally supported by  analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation of classical sources and 
there is little or no use of secondary sources, scholars 
and/or academic works 

the response presents a line of reasoning but may lack 
structure 

1 1 – 2   limited knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

 use of little accurate material from classical sources and 
little or no use of their cultural context and possible 
interpretation 

1 1 – 4  little engagement with the question and any points or 
conclusions made are of little or no relevance 

 isolated use of classical sources with little analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation 

the information is communicated in an unstructured way 

0 0  no response or no response worthy of credit 0 0  no response or no response worthy of credit 
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Assessment Objective Grids 
 
Section A: Homer, Iliad 
 

Question AO1 AO2 

1 5 5 

2 10 10 

Total 15 15 

 
Section A: Homer, Odyssey 
 

Question AO1 AO2 

3 5 5 

4 10 10 

Total 15 15 

 
Section B: Virgil, Aeneid 
 

Question AO1 AO2 

5 5 5 

6 10 10 

Total 15 15 

 
Section C: Homer and Virgil 
 

Question AO1 AO2 

7 5 5 

8/9/10 10 20 

Total 15 25 

 
Overall 
 

 AO1 AO2 

Section A 15 15 

Section B 15 15 

Section C 15 25 

Total 45 55 
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