SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS

Finchley Catholic
High School

“Our number one priority is to ensure
every student in the Sixth Form is
fully supported in every way possible.
Here at Finchley Catholic, we do
all we can to develop our students
academically, pastorally and socially,
all underpinned by a strong Catholic
ethos. The community spirit here is
second to none and provides an ideal
atmosphere for students to ﬂourish.”

Gerrard Crosby
Director of Sixth Form

“I very much hope you have the opportunity to visit us
and see our wonderful school in action. We have a strong
and proud tradition of providing an outstanding Catholic
education for all who choose to study here. We look
forward to welcoming you to our community.”

Niamh Arnull
Headteacher
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A warm welcome
The coming years are full of exciting but daunting decisions; we are

conﬁdent that the unrivalled opportunities oﬀered at Finchley mean a

decision to study here will not be one you regret.
Whether you currently study here at Finchley

The Sixth Form centre itself proﬁts from bright

Catholic or whether you are thinking about making

classrooms, wi-ﬁ access, trolleys of laptops, an

the move for Sixth Form, we know that the options

attractive common room and separate study area

can be baﬄing.

with computer and printing facilities. The Sixth

Form team, including a dedicated administrator,

The ‘best of both worlds’ sums up what we oﬀer:

are all located in the building and are on-hand to

a dedicated Sixth Form Centre, but the beneﬁts of

support you.

the facilities of a whole school; a cohesive Sixth

Form community, but a wider community with

Because we are part of a secondary school,

opportunities for leadership; the independence and

we also beneﬁt from invaluable amenities such as

the support and structures of an excellent pastoral

pitch, a very well-stocked library, a drama studio

extensive oﬀ-site playing ﬁelds, our onsite Astroturf

privileges associated with being a Sixth Former, but

and music practice rooms, numerous state-of-the

system and individual academic provision.

art computer rooms and fully equipped science labs.

Our state-of-the art Canon Parsons Sixth Form

Whatever your choice of subjects, we have the

centre was constructed in 2014 thanks to the fund-

facilities to support you in achieving excellence.

raising eﬀorts of our school community to the tune
of £3 million. With a dedicated entrance and exit a

As a Catholic school built on the foundations of

easy walking distance of numerous bus stops and

Gospel, your happiness is our primary concern.

stone’s throw from Woodside Park tube and within

compassion and inclusiveness espoused by the

Our commitment to your well-being is reﬂected in

the shops and eateries of North Finchley, our Sixth

our desire, as captured in our mission statement,

Formers also beneﬁt from a private patio area and

‘to be a school where we experience the joy of

exclusive Food Cube (as well as privileged access

to the full menu of our very popular canteen).

God’s creation’.

“I have already recommended the Sixth Form to several friends.
I am very impressed and believe it is outstanding” Year 12 parent
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Academic excellence
We are very proud of the excellent results achieved by our Sixth Form

students, whether it be the large numbers who achieve straight A*s and As

each year, or those for whom lower grades represent huge personal success.
We oﬀer an enviable choice of over 30 subjects including

Quality of teaching is very important to us and a

those often squeezed out at other schools due to

comment frequently made by those who go on to study

Most of the subjects we oﬀer are A-levels, but we also

compare. We are fortunate to have overcome the current

budgetary constraints or a lack of specialist teachers.

elsewhere is that the standard of teaching does not

oﬀer Level 3 B-TECs which, whilst worth the same

teacher shortage so that, in contrast to many schools,

number of UCAS points, are better suited to pupils whose

our posts are ﬁlled by highly qualiﬁed subject specialists.

learning. In addition, we provide a Level 2 course which

an enjoyable and enlightening classroom experience,

scores and apply for Level 3 courses the following year.

outside lesson time. We routinely harness the power

strength lies in ongoing coursework or project based

Our teachers really do go the extra-mile to provide

frequent high quality feedback and individual support

gives an opportunity for students to bolster their GCSE

Our academic curriculum is enhanced by the option to

of technology to enhance your learning experience and

choice and a fantastic opportunity to widen and deepen

which uses video tutorials for home study allowing

achieve the Extended Project Qualiﬁcation, a popular

embrace innovative approaches such as ‘ﬂipped learning’

your knowledge. Under the guidance of your teacher, you

skills-based application in lesson time. We help you to

choice giving you impressive expertise for university

valuable at university or in the world of work.

develop the independent learning skills that will prove so

will research and present on a speciﬁc topic of your

interviews and personal statements. As an alternative,

We are highly successful in ensuring the progress of

our Certiﬁcate of Financial Studies carries both UCAS

pupils lower down the school, but you will ﬁnd a distinct

points and the approval of the ﬁnancial sector.

diﬀerence when studying in Sixth Form. Because

students have succeeded in meeting the entry criteria

We provide an above average ﬁve hours of teaching time

and have elected to study a subject, there is, without

per subject per week as part of our commitment to your

fail, a palpable desire to learn and a studious atmosphere

academic progress. In addition, you will discuss spiritual

conducive to rapid progress.

and ethical issues in Core R.E., keep abreast of current
aﬀairs and topical matters in PSHE and will be able to

enhance your C.V. and personal statement by choosing

“…Excellent teacher support in school
time and outside school hours”

from a range of possibilities in our enrichment pool.

Year 13 parent
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“The teaching was second to none; at Finchley you are fortunate enough to
have teachers who want you to succeed. They often go above and beyond their
duties to ensure you understand the work you’re doing. Personally, the guidance
I received when applying to university exceeded expectation; I received both
in-depth general advice, but also tailored advice and considerable help with
my personal statement. Ultimately, FCH nurtured me from day one of Year 7,
until my last day of Sixth Form; I wouldn’t be where I am today without such
continuous and unfettered support.”

Daniel (solicitor, Exeter University graduate
and FCHS alumnus)
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Outstanding opportunities
We believe in the utmost importance of providing leadership opportunities
to help you develop into well-rounded and conﬁdent individuals with the

ability to change the world for the better.
All pupils have the chance to apply to be prefects

opportunity to demonstrate an aptitude that will be a

supporting speciﬁc aspects of school life and acting

distinct advantage when applying for university

can apply to be Head Boy or Head Girl and the

Community Sports Leaders Award demonstrates both

as role models for younger pupils. In addition, prefects
rigorous application process is excellent preparation

for future applications.

Our Sixth Formers take the lead when it comes

to charitable eﬀorts whether it be compiling food

places or employment in the industry. Our

industry speciﬁc skills and wider leadership qualities.

For those considering a career in education, we have

a TA programme where you will support in

classrooms lower down the school. If you excel in

hampers for the homeless, organising Mary's Meals

sport, this option pool provides you and your team-

supporting the North London Hospice through bag

teams some impressive successes including winning

porridge mornings and inter-form sports events,
packing or leading on International Day in aid of

mates with the practice time which has given our
the Middlesex Football League. Instead, you may

international charities. The CAFOD Young Leadership

choose to work towards your Duke of Edinburgh

needed to make a positive diﬀerence in the ﬁght

of your adaptability and dedication, or to undertake a

Programme equips those who take part with the tools

against poverty and global injustice.

Our enrichment option pool will be of unrivalled

beneﬁt to you should you choose to study with us.

The opportunities it provides beyond the standard

curriculum are invaluable. You will have at least two

hours a week devoted to enrichment representing

an opportunity to enhance your skillset and give you
greater employability.

Options include qualiﬁcations such as Engineering
BTEC which is not widely taught elsewhere but

which provides aspiring engineers with an invaluable

Silver or Gold award, a well-respected demonstration
MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) to broaden or

deepen your knowledge. Alternatively, we give you

the opportunity to undertake valuable weekly work

experience if you plan to enter a career such as

medicine or veterinary science.

Also of note is the wide range of extra-curricular

trips on offer to our students. Teachers frequently

organise course-specific visits both abroad and

more locally. There are geography field trips,

lectures, museum visits, theatre productions and

more. Our annual senior ski trip to America is

another popular opportunity.
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“We had so much fun and the Senior
Ski Trip to America was one of the best
experiences of my life” Louis

“FCH left a lasting impression on
me when it came to the notion of
stewardship - going out there and
making a diﬀerence and ﬁghting a
corner that one believes
strongly about”

Shaun ( Director of the BPP
University Alumni Network and
government advisor, BBP University
graduate and FCHS alumnus)
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Independence
and support

We work hard to ensure that the transition to
Sixth Form is a smooth one and to support you
in making the right subject choices.
Once you have completed your GCSEs, we

oﬀer two induction days which include taster

lessons to help you make the right decision.

In addition, part of our application process

We know that you are looking forward

to the additional freedoms being a Sixth

Former entails. Our vast experience also

tells us that the collection of your GCSE

entails a course consultation meeting during

results does not make you a diﬀerent person

her options at length with a senior member

as giving more independence, we provide

which each prospective pupil discusses his or
of staﬀ who can advise on the best course of

action and ensure that your curriculum aligns

with your ability and aspirations.

In terms of the support we provide,

we are quite diﬀerent to a college.

We don’t expect you to fend for yourselves

overnight so we make sure that as well

structures to support you in achieving your

best. We stagger freedoms such as ﬂexible

registration so that students who need

additional support from tutors continue to

receive it. We know that the distractions

of social media and the like can sometimes

be irresistible, so we provide supervised

and our pastoral provision is second-

study sessions to help you stay on top of

tutor, an expert in a ﬁeld related to your

can expect that by the end of Year 13, your

to-none. You will have a dedicated form

curriculum, who will guide and advise you
on a daily basis, regularly discussing your

academic progress and work strategies with

your work. If you make good progress, you

personalised timetable will allow ﬂexibility

akin to university.

you. In addition, our Sixth Form team are

on hand to oﬀer emotional and practical
support should you need it.
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“My daughter has a strong
feeling of belonging at FCHS
and this is largely down to the
care shown to her by her tutors
and mentors. She has grown in
conﬁdence at FCHS and much
of this is due to the faith shown
in her by friends and staﬀ.”
Year 13 parent
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Next steps

Your future is our priority. As well as ensuring the
academic success required to maximise your
opportunities, we provide a wealth of guidance
on life beyond the Sixth Form.

To support you in making decisions about your next steps, we oﬀer the services

of our careers advisor as well as a very beneﬁcial online support package which

assists you in ﬁnding the most pertinent information and in making successful
applications whatever path you choose. Our personalised Next Steps support

programme is highly valued by students.

“FCH forced me to have
more ambition at the age
of 17 than I was ever going
to have on my own; and
pushed me to apply to
universities I wouldn’t ever
have dreamt of or bothered
to apply to”

The majority of our students go on to study at some of the best universities in

Gianluca (equity analyst;

highly competitive subjects such as medicine as well as places at prestigious

graduate; and FCHS alumnus)

the country. Our students are regularly successful in securing places to study

institutions such as Oxford and Cambridge. We welcome speakers from a range
of universities and run trips to UCAS events such as their annual exhibition and

Create Your Future. Moreover, we give you the ﬂexibility to attend university

open days to see for yourself what’s on oﬀer. We also recognise that university
is not the right path for everyone and provide guidance for those seeking to
take up apprenticeships including visiting speakers from the Big Four

(accounting industry leaders such as Price Waterhouse Cooper).

We work hard to tailor our guidance to your needs and numerous subject

speciﬁc activities take place such as a clinical workshop for aspiring medics;

Deloitte apprenticeship workshops; a Discover Fortunes workshop for those

interested in a career in business or economics; and the Royal Institute Youth
Summit for potential scientists, social scientists and those wishing to study

humanities subjects.

The successes of our alumni are a continual source of pride.

Our former students have gone on to be ordained as priests, edit national

newspapers (in two cases no less!), write Olivier Award winning plays, advise

the government, compose hit records, found a global advertising agency and
direct the Natural History Museum. A particular source of pride is the

remarkable number of pupils who return to the fold as teachers. Once a

Finchley student, always a Finchley student!
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Clare College, Cambridge

“FCHS is a happy
school where I have
always felt my son
is safe, secure and
learning well”
Year 13 parent
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020 8445 0105

info@ﬁnchleycatholic.org.uk

www.ﬁnchleycatholic.org.uk

