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Our school reconvened in full, the week beginning 

8th March this year, given the lockdown imposed 

in January.  The online learning arranged for 

January and February was extremely well 

organised by staff here at school and the vast 

majority of our students responded very positively 

to the high-quality teaching and learning on offer.  

Thank you again, to our parental community for 

your support and cooperation during this 

challenging period. 

For us to be able to reopen for everyone in March, 

alongside the staff and children of key workers 

who had attended on site provision throughout 

lockdown, we had a few hurdles to overcome. 

The main issue was the arrangement of the lateral 

flow tests for all students.  The generous offers of 

support from parents meant that we were able to 

organise the regular testing for all students with 

comparative ease.  Huge thanks to all of our 

parent volunteers, and our staff who supported 

the process, as we really could not have 

undertaken this essential process without you. 

The summer term is usually full of both the 

preparation for and then the undertaking of public 

exams for Years 11 and 13.  Again this year, 

public exams have been cancelled and students 

and staff have been focussed on assessments 

and evidence gathering, so that exam grades can 

be awarded by staff in school.  This process is a 

huge undertaking and staff are to be commended 

for their professional, dedicated and rigorous 

approach to the system which has been imposed 

upon us.  We were able to arrange some 

alternative events for Years 11 and 13 to mark the 

end of their academic years.  Many thanks to  

the staff who volunteered to host Sports Days, 

Workshops, team building activities and social 

events to ensure our exam cohorts had fun at  

the end of these demanding assessment periods.  

Please remember results days in August are 

Tuesday 10th for A Levels and Thursday 12th  

for GCSEs. 

With two cohorts no longer on site, we have a little 

more space to expand our bubbles.  We are 

hoping to ensure more students are able to access 

specialist rooms after half term for instance, and 

use science labs and performing arts rooms 

which had formed part of the bubble for Year 13.  

It will be a huge relief for everyone when we are 

able to open up the whole school again for all of 

the community: Year 7 will get to see beyond the 

Challoner building and that the site has other 

buildings and not just the Challoner block! 

What is available for our whole community is our 

Peace garden.  We began to construct this before 

lockdown and have renewed our efforts recently, 

to ensure it is a special space, available for 

students and staff, for prayer and reflection.  Many 

parents have very generously donated plants for 

our garden and these have been gratefully 

received and put to good use. 

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support 

and cooperation.  We have really valued and 

appreciated the high standards of behaviour and 

engagement in learning from our students and 

recognise that this is due in large part, to the 

encouragement and support from home.  I wish 

you all an enjoyable half term break and look 

forward to us reconvening on Monday 7th June. 

Niamh Arnull 
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The 23km hike to St Albans 

Cathedral was a tiring yet memorable 

experience. At around 8:15, we set 

off on the long walk. When we began 

the weather was quite warm ï warm 

enough for several people to be 

walking in T-shirts and shorts. 

However, about an hour into the walk, 

most of us were fully drenched, even 

those with raincoats, as the rain 

thundered down. Only those who had 

decided to bring umbrellas escaped 

feeling slightly dry. Despite this, the 

rain did not dampen our mood. 

People constantly talked, shared 

food, music was played and 

occasionally someone could be  

heard singing.  

The time passed quickly and it was 

soon time to stop for lunch. With the 

rain still coming down relentlessly, we 

had to stop and eat under a group of 

trees where it wasnôt as wet. It wasnôt 

dry though so only a few people 

actually sat down and got to rest. I 

didnôt feel tired when we stopped for 

lunch, but after resting for a bit I 

began to realise how tired I was. To 

avoid getting cramps in our legs we, 

unfortunately, didnôt stop long and 

continued in the rain. 

The rainy journey was not pleasant 

when we could have been sitting 

warm and dry at home but the time 

was enjoyable as we walked in a 

large group which is better than 

sitting by yourself at home. We 

walked on through many places, next 

to the motorways and rivers, through 

parks, on muddy trails and we 

stopped once on a bridge to take a 

photo. As we neared the end, the 

cathedral came into sight and people 

began to run, trying to get to the end 

first. We scrambled across the grass 

to get to the cathedral and finally after 

several hours of non-stop walking we 

got to rest. People arrived at different 

times, with minutes between everyone. 

When everyone finally arrived, we all 

grouped together to take a photo in 

front of the cathedral. At last, we 

could get out of the rain and make 

our way back on the coaches. The 

money raised for Noahôs Ark 

Childrenôs Hospice was in memory  

of our classmate, Francis Dayrit and 

we undertook the pilgrimage on the 

first anniversary of his death. We 

aimed to raise Ã3000. Instead, we 

raised over Ã4000. 

Liam Cottingham Year 11 Bampfield  
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This term the Year 7s spent their first three weeks 

back after the Easter Holidays reading as many books 

as they could for the Readathon. The picture opposite 

represents the students who read the most books in 

each of our six forms.  

Nikhil Dinesh Kumar in 7 Feckenham who read a 

total of 9 books. 

Joseph Flashman in 7 Fisher who read a total of 

11 books. 

Well done to all the students who made an extra 

effort and read more books than they usually do.  

Miss Wood Head of Year 7 and Mrs Winston 

Literacy Coordinator 


